
Camp Chippewa  
is owned and operated by the  

Great Plains Conference of The United Methodist Church 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
~What is Camp Chippewa?  
     Camp Chippewa is a summer camp for The United Methodist Church. It has been 
running for over 50 years. It is a beautiful facility made up of 650 acres located near 
Ottawa, KS and is accredited through the American Camping Association. More info can 
be found about the camp on www.campchippewa.org  
 
~What will my child be doing each day?  
   There are several times throughout the day to participate in some of the fun activities 
on camp, such as canoeing, sports, horseback riding, archery, fishing, and games. We all 
have an hour of rest time after lunch and an hour of swim time each day. There is time 
set aside each morning and evening for worship. Each evening holds a different event, 
such as a talent show, camp wide games, and cabin cookouts. Each cabin has time set 
aside for spiritual formation in which they learn about the Christian faith with camp 
staff and volunteers. This year's theme "Secrets of the Kingdom” focuses on various 
parables Jesus talks about in the Bible.  
 
~Are campers required to do all of the activities?  
  We ask that campers actively participate in program, worship, and meals. Campers will 
have choices about the recreational activities each day, so they can pick the option they 
like the best. We do not allow campers to “hang-out” in their cabin or elsewhere instead 
of participating in scheduled activities.  
 
~What about worship?  
  Worship services are planned for the campers and campers are expected to actively 
participate. Each cabin will be assigned at least one worship session to lead throughout 
the week.  
 
~Are Scholarships available?  
  Yes. We don't want anyone to miss out on camp! Camp Chippewa offers limited 
scholarship assistance for those campers that are in financial need. Requests for financial 

ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY 
Camp Chippewa is a Christian summer camp; therefore, we expect all of our staff, volunteers, campers and 

visitors to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner. In order, to help facilitate a safe and positive 
environment for all individuals, Camp Chippewa has adopted a zero tolerance policy. Any camper caught 

physically fighting, bullying, sexually harassing another individual; or with alcohol, drugs, tobacco 
products, pornography, or anything that can be construed as a weapon, will be sent immediately home the 
expense of their parents/guardians and will not be refunded their registration fees. If it is discovered after 

camp ends someone violated the zero tolerance policy, they will be prohibited from attending camp the next 
camp season. We ask parents and guardians to help the camp staff and volunteers remain faithful to this 

commitment, by reporting to the Director of Camping Ministries, any violations of the zero tolerance policy 
they hear happening at camp. 



assistance must be received in writing with an explanation of the financial need. 
Scholarships are granted on a “first come, first serve” basis. If there is need of further 
assistance, we recommend contacting your local United Methodist Church to see what 
kind of scholarship assistance they can offer. Contact the Director of Camping Ministries 
for details.  
~Is Camp Chippewa only for Methodists?  
  No!! Campers are welcome to invite friends and family of all walks of life.  
 
~Who is the staff at camp? 
   Each cabin has two core counselors. These counselors are typically college students 
who want to do something meaningful and fun during their summer break. Typically, 
each cabin also has 1-2 adult volunteers and a CIT. In addition to core counselors, Camp 
Chippewa also employees staff in a variety of other areas. All of our staff and volunteers 
are required to be at least 18 years old, out of high school for one year, and three years 
older than the oldest camper they are supervising. CITs are between the ages of 16-18 
years old.  
 
What if a camper has never been away from home?  
 We often have campers who are away from home for the first time (especially in the 
younger age sessions). Our staff is trained to be highly sensitive to the needs of these 
campers. We do our best to make camp a safe and loving environment where kids can 
have fun and grow. 

~ What happens if a camper gets sick or hurt? 
 There will be an EMT on duty at all times and a First Aid Station where campers can go 
for assistance. If further care is called for he or she will be taken in to Ottawa to the 
hospital or the doctor. 

~Can campers request bunkmates?  
Campers are not assigned bunks. Bunk selections are on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
~Can campers bring food/snacks?  
No. We ask campers to not bring their own snacks. Campers will be provided 3 meals, 
canteen in the afternoon, and an evening snack each day at camp. It will not be 
necessary for campers to bring food or drinks.  
 
~Where do campers sleep?  
Your child’s camp session will be assigned a cabin based on size and type of camp. All 
cabins have been recently renovated and include indoor plumbing. Starting in 2012 there 
will be air conditioning in each cabin. The Coldsmith area is made up of A- Frame 
cabins, with a centrally located bathhouse and air conditioning in the main lodge.  
 
~What if the weather gets bad?  
A basement is available in the Dining Hall and a storm shelter in Asbury Lodge for 
severe weather. Campers will be moved to those buildings provided it is safe to do so. 
Staff are trained and advised how persons are to take cover following the guidelines of 
the National Weather Service should there be no advanced warning of severe weather. 
We will contact you in a timely manner if there is an emergency concerning your 
camper.  
 
~Can parents visit or call campers during the week? 
 We find that this is disruptive to the camp environment and most often makes 



homesickness worse. We ask that parents only call or visit in the case of a family 
emergency. The camp office phone # is 785-242-6797.  
 
~Can campers bring cell phones to camp?  
We ask campers to leave cell phones at home or turn them in at registration. Any 
camper caught with a cellphone during camp will have It confiscated. It will be kept in 
the camp safe and returned to the parent on pick-up day.  
 
~Can campers receive mail?  
Yes! Address mail with Camp Chippewa/Camper's Name /Session (ex. #1210 Kids and 
Parents Camp)/2577 Idaho Rd/Ottawa, KS 66067. You can also email them at 
campchippewaoffice@gmail.com  We ask that you limit emails to one per sender per 
day.  
 
~Are arrangements available for campers with special needs?  
Yes! If your camper has certain needs such as dietary requirements, wheelchair access, 
sign language interpreters, etc., please let the Camp Chippewa office know and 
arrangements can be made (785) 242-6797. We want everyone to feel welcome, and will 
do everything possible to make sure this happens!  
 
~When do campers arrive & depart?  
There is a Check-In and Check-Out Schedule available on our website at 
www.campchippewa.org with a complete list for all camps. We ask that you arrive and 
depart only during the times listed  
 
 

	  

Canteen and Souvenirs  
Camp Chippewa has a Canteen (or camp store) that all campers visit daily and family members 
will need to CHECK-OUT through when they pickup their campers on their last day at camp. 
The Camp Nurse will be available to return unused medications to parents/guardians in their 
original containers, on the last day.  
 
CANTEEN- Campers will NOT need to bring money for canteen this year. It is already 
included in their registration fees.  
 
CAMP STORE- Campers and visitors can purchase souvenirs ONLY on the first and last day of 
camp from the Camp Store.  
Souvenirs range from $2.50 to $20.00 
  
T-SHIRTS- 1 Summer Camp T-Shirt is included in the Registration price of the camp. T-Shirts 
will be distributed at check-in.  
 


